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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 0042 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, MPOL, SN 

SUBJECT: SOVIET SHIP REPAIR IN SINGAPORE 

REF: SINGAPORE 0017 

1. HAVE LEARNED THAT SPECIFIC SOVIET SHIP ON WHICH UK HIGH COMMIS- 
SION APPROACHED NOT A COMMERCIAL VESSEL AS PER REFTEL BUT USSR 
NAVAL AUXILIARY OILER AKHTUBA. TIME SCHEDULED SECOND WEEK IN 
FEBRUARY. 

2. WHILE COMMENT AND CONSIDERATIONS REFTEL STILL VALID, GOS ACCEPTANCE 

OF SOVIET NAVAL AUXILIARY WOULD REPRESENT A MORE RAPID REVERSAL 
OF POLICY THAN IF MERCHANT VESSEL INVOLVED. CRONK 
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